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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BRIEF:  

NEW US ENTRY REQUIREMENTS & TRAVEL RESOURCES 
As of November 8, 2021, the United States re-opened its borders to all fully vaccinated foreign 
national travelers. The National Restaurant Association Show urges all members of our international 
show community to start making travel plans now to avoid any potential delays in obtaining the 
documentation required for entry to the United States. To help your planning process, please review 
some of the important planning considerations below. 
 

SCHEDULE US VISA APPOINTMENTS NOW 
If you or your staff require a US visa to travel to the United States, the National Restaurant Association Show 
encourages you to start your visa application process as soon as possible. The U.S. State Department reports 
U.S. embassies and consulates are working to resume routine visa services on a location-by-location, but visa 
applicants may face extended wait times for visa appointments.   
 
Check your local U.S. Embassy and Consulate’s website for information regarding operating status and which 
visa services it is currently offering.  If you’re a citizen of one of the 38 countries participating in the Visa 
Waiver Program, you may travel to the United States for tourism or business for 90 days or less without 
obtaining a visa. 
 

COMPLETE YOUR COVID-19 VACCINATION 
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC), you are considered fully vaccinated: 

• 2 weeks (14 days) after your dose of an accepted single-dose vaccine 

• 2 weeks (14 days) after your second dose of an accepted 2-dose series 

• 2 weeks (14 days) after you received the full series of an accepted COVID-19 vaccine (not 
placebo) in a clinical trial 

• 2 weeks (14 days) after you received the full series of a Novavax (or Covovax) COVID-19 vaccine 
(not placebo) in a phase 3 clinical trial 

• 2 weeks (14 days) after you received 2 doses of any “mix-and-match” combination of accepted 
COVID-19 vaccines administered at least 17 days apart* 

To be considered fully vaccinated, your last dose must have been given at least a full 14 days before the day 
you board your flight to the United States. 

If you do not yet meet these requirements, you are not fully vaccinated. 

 

 

https://www.usembassy.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visa-waiver-program.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visa-waiver-program.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#covid-vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#covid-vaccines
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Acceptable Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination 

Documentation 
Type 

Examples 

Verifiable records 
(digital or paper) 

Vaccination certificate with QR code1, digital pass via 
Smartphone application with QR code1 (e.g., United Kingdom 
National Health Service COVID Pass, European Union Digital 
COVID Certificate) 

Non-verifiable 
paper records 

Printout of COVID-19 vaccination record or a COVID-19 
vaccination certificate issued at national or subnational level 
or by an authorized vaccine provider (e.g., the CDC 
vaccination card) 

Non-verifiable 
digital records 

Digital photos of vaccination card or record, downloaded 
vaccine record or vaccination certificate from official source 
(e.g., public health agency, government agency, or other 
authorized vaccine provider), or a mobile phone application 
without QR code1 

1. The QR code in a verifiable vaccination record links to information confirming the credential was generated from an 
immunization record in an official database and is protected from tampering. 

All forms of proof of COVID-19 vaccination must have: 

• Personal identifiers (full name plus at least one other identifier such as date of birth or passport 
number) that match the personal identifiers on the passenger’s passport or other travel documents 

• Name of official source issuing the record (e.g., public health agency, government agency, or other 
authorized vaccine provider) 

• Vaccine manufacturer and date(s) of vaccination 

 
REVIEW US ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
As of December 17, 2021, all international travelers must either: 

• Obtain a negative COVID-19 viral test (regardless of vaccination status or citizenship) no more than 
1 day before you travel by air to the United States and must show the negative result before you 
board your flight  

OR 

• Present documentation of recovery from COVID-19, including your positive COVID-19 viral test 
result on a sample taken no more than 90 days before the flight’s departure from a foreign 
country and a letter from a licensed healthcare provider or a public health official stating that you 
were cleared to travel 

 
COVID-19 TESTING REQUIREMENTS  
Travelers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an antigen test or a nucleic acid amplification 
test (NAAT). Examples of available NAATs for SARS-CoV-2 include but are not restricted to reverse 
transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), reverse transcription loop-mediated isothermal 
amplification (RT-LAMP), transcription-mediated amplification (TMA), nicking enzyme amplification reaction 
(NEAR), and helicase-dependent amplification (HDA). The test used must be authorized for use by the 
relevant national authority for the detection of SARS-CoV-2 in the country where the test is administered. 
 
DOCUMENTATION OF COVID-19 RECOVERY REQUIREMENTS  
If you have had a positive viral test on a sample taken during the past 90 days, and you have met the criteria 
to end isolation, you may travel instead with your positive viral test results and a signed letter from a licensed 
healthcare provider or a public health official that states you have been cleared for travel. The positive test 
result and letter together are referred to as “documentation of recovery.” 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#vaccine-proof-ref-1
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#vaccine-proof-ref-1
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#vaccine-proof-ref-1
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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A letter from your healthcare provider or a public health official that clears you to end isolation, e.g., to return 
to work or school, can be used to show you are cleared to travel, even if travel isn’t specifically mentioned in 
the letter. The letter must have information that identifies you personally (e.g., name and date of birth) that 
matches the personal identifiers on your passport or other travel documents. The letter must be signed and 
dated on official letterhead that contains the name, address, and phone number of the healthcare provider or 
public health official who signed the letter. 
 
Any future updates to US entry requirements related to COVID-19 can be found on the CDC 
Website. 
 

INTERNATIONAL RECEPTION 

NORTH BUILDING, LEVEL 4, ROOM N427 
Saturday, May 21, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

Connect with colleagues at the International Reception, which brings together key trade executives, 
international attendees, exhibiting companies interested in expanding their operations, and people who matter 
most to your business. All international registrants are welcome. Please note you will need your Show badge 
to attend the International Reception. 

FREEMAN INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES 

TRANSLATION SERVICE 

• Freeman is pleased to offer a new service for our international exhibitors that provides quick interpretation 
and translation in 150 languages. This service will not only interpret for us on a three-way conversation, but 
also translate emails from customers. To access this service, you may contact Exhibitor Support at (888) 
508-5054 US & Canada or +1(512) 982-4186 Local & International. 

INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICES 

• Phone: +1(512) 982-4186 Local & International. 

• Question Form: https://www.freemanco.com/store/show/outside-of-us?showID=497123  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The National Restaurant Association Show is celebrating the return of our international show community to 
Chicago.  For additional information or support, please visit our website at 
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/ or contact nraexhibitorservices@winsightmedia.com.  

IMPORTANT RESOURCES & REFERENCES  

Where to Stay (Hotel Discounts) 

Getting to Chicago (Airline Travel) 

Getting Around Chicago (Local Travel & Parking) 

United States Department of State* 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC)* 

Official Travel and Tourism Site of the United 
States* 

Department of Homeland Security* 

*The National Restaurant Association Show does not officially endorse these sites and cannot guarantee the accuracy of the 
information provided. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html#anchor_1635127081
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html#anchor_1635127081
https://www.freemanco.com/store/show/outside-of-us?showID=497123
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/
mailto:nraexhibitorservices@winsightmedia.com
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/attendees/Where%20to%20Stay%20(Hotel%20Discounts)
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/travel-hotels/air-and-travel-discounts
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/travel-hotels/local-transportation-parking
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.visittheusa.com/
https://www.visittheusa.com/
https://www.dhs.gov/

