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National Restaurant Association Show To Screen Award-Winning Documentary, A Fine Line 

Explores Why Only 7% of Head Chefs and Restaurant Owners are Women 
 
(Chicago, IL) The National Restaurant Association Restaurant, Hotel-Motel Show® is excited to announce an 
exclusive, early access screening of award-winning documentary film, A Fine Line.  A Fine Line is a riveting 
portrayal of women in restaurants, getting to the heart of what is needed to empower women across the 
foodservice industry and all industries.  Following the screening attendees will hear directly from filmmaker 
Joanna James, as she has a conversation with Chicago’s leading chefs and humanitarians, Rick Bayless and Carrie 
Nahabedian, about their own experiences with the issues facing women in foodservice today.  
 
An uplifting story on perseverance, food, and making it in the restaurant industry against all odds, A Fine 
Line provides a behind the scenes look at restaurant culture with women at the helm.  The documentary 
grapples themes sparking national conversations right now, including workplace harassment, equal pay, paid 
parental leave and career advancement.  It explores why less than 7% of head chefs and restaurant owners are 
women, with insights from world renowned chefs and small-town restaurateurs alike.  The film features some of 
the industry’s top female chefs and restaurateurs including Cat Cora, Lidia Bastianich, Carrie Nahabedian, 
Mashama Bailey, and April Bloomfield, among others. 
 
“These conversations are so important.  We’re thrilled to be bringing a film with such a timely and crucial 
message to a national and international audience,” said Mary Pat Heftman, President, Restaurant Show Group, 
National Restaurant Association Show. “This screening is another way for the Show to provide our 65,000 
attendees and exhibitors access to important issues, conversations, and people they might not find otherwise.  
We love offering content like this that’s more than the traditional trade show educational session,” said 
Heftman.   
 
This showing will take place on Monday, May 20th from 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in Lakeside Center, Room E350 
during this year’s 100th Anniversary Restaurant Show at McCormick Place Chicago. All Show attendees are 
welcome with seats available on a first come, first served basis.  Screening attendees will enjoy a viewing of the 
film, followed by a thought-provoking panel on leadership and diversity, hosted by A Fine Line filmmaker Joanna 
James, with panelists Chef Rick Bayless and Chef Carrie Nahabedian, who will give their own personal insights on 
how to empower your team and your community, and strengthen your business.     
 
Learn more about the screening: https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/fine-line-documentary. 
 
Registration for this year’s 100th Anniversary Show is available at: 
https://www.nationalrestaurantshow.com/registration.  
 

### 
 

The National Restaurant Association Restaurant, Hotel-Motel Show is owned and operated by Winsight LLC in 
equity partnership with the National Restaurant Association.   
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About the National Restaurant Association 
Founded in 1919, the National Restaurant Association is the leading business association for the restaurant 
industry, which comprises more than one million restaurant and foodservice outlets and a workforce of 15.1 
million employees. It represents the industry in Washington, D.C., and in partnership with 52 state associations, 
advocates on the industry’s behalf in states and locations across the nation. The Association manages the 
leading food safety training and certification program (ServSafe); a unique career-building high school program 
(the NRAEF's ProStart); and sponsor the industry's largest annual trade show (National Restaurant Association 
Show May 18-21, 2019, in Chicago). For more information, visit the Show on social at Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram.  
 
About Winsight LLC 
Winsight LLC is a business-to-business information, event and market intelligence company serving the 
restaurant and noncommercial foodservice, convenience and petroleum retailing and grocery industries. 
Winsight provides research and analytics, branding solutions, face-to-face opportunities, lead generation 
initiatives, and content marketing services through products including subscription data products, reports, 
research tools, research programs, fully custom studies, conferences, custom marketing services, meetings, 
print, digital trade media and tradeshows, including the National Restaurant Association Show. Winsight LLC is a 
portfolio company of Pamlico Capital. 
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